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D E A N ’ S  W E L C O M E
D R .  B E T H  G R E E N E  C O S T N E R ,  D E A N  

R I C H A R D  W .  R I L E Y  C O L L E G E  O F  E D U C A T I O N ,  
S P O R T ,  A N D  H U M A N  S C I E N C E S

The rhythms of higher

education provide natural

opportunities to reflect on our

work as one term ends and

another begins. This is 

especially true this time of the

year as we look back, consider

our individual and shared

experiences, and plan for next

steps. As 2024 arrives, we begin

anew by exploring new ways to

learn and grow. I personally

welcome you to the Richard W.

Riley College of Education,

Sport, and Human Sciences

Year in Review!

Our students reached beyond Winthrop’s campus to impact communities near and far. Through intentional

support of multiple and diverse initiatives, our staff was again foundational to the college’s success. Faculty

members used their expertise to influence positive change in the lives of others and within their disciplines. A

glance back at 2023 will show we engaged, we made meaningful connections, we experienced a number of

highs, and we endured some difficult times. We take this time to highlight just a few of the accomplishments

and individuals that make our college exceptional.

On behalf of the college, thank you for your participation in a partnership that is more effective due to the

multiple voices involved. Our collective focus this academic year is unity. This is apparent in some of our

recent accomplishments such as renaming the college to represent the diversity of disciplines in which we

engage. However, there is more work to do as we — students, staff, faculty and partners — intentionally

consider how to come together and achieve our goals in 2024. 

Best Regards, 



Prior to her arrival to Winthrop, special
education student Amani Townes had one
goal: make her Winthrop experience count. Not
content with simply attending classes, Townes
is deeply involved in community service,
research, and assisting as an academic mentor
for WinthropLIFE, making her a standout
member of the university community. 

Special Education Program Director April
Mustian shared, “She’s a rare gem in that I
honestly am not sure how she takes on so
much from a student leadership standpoint on
top of a rigorous course load without letting
anyone see her sweat!” 

Graduating in 2025, Townes is already looking
ahead, aspiring to one day teach on a
collegiate level. 

A M A N I  T O W N E S ,
S P E C I A L  E D U C A T I O N

G A B E  H A L K A ,
E X E R C I S E  S C I E N C E

S T U D E N T  H I G H L I G H T S

“When looking at colleges, I knew Winthrop was
it when I saw how tight the community was,”
shared exercise science student Gabe Halka
when asked to reflect on his college selection
process. As Halka has progressed through the
program, he attributes several classes to his
academic success: “I loved the challenge and the
satisfaction of the hard work I put into my
Anatomy class. Health 300 caused me to
completely change my perspective on health.
And Exercise and Sport Psychology were
amazing — I learned so much!”

An aspiring pediatric physical therapist, Halka
has sought out opportunities to expand his
knowledge including conducting summer
research, finding mentors in faculty members
like Outdoor Education Center Director Geoff
Morrow and Exercise Science Associate Professor
David Schary, as well as getting involved on
campus as president of the Rock Climbing Club
and a member of the DiGiorgio Student Union. 



S P O R T  &  F I T N E S S
A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

P R O G R A M  H I G H L I G H T

T h e  M a s t e r  o f  S c i e n c e  i n  s p o r t  a n d
f i t n e s s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  o f f e r e d
b y  W i n t h r o p  U n i v e r s i t y ’ s  C o l l e g e  o f
E d u c a t i o n ,  S p o r t ,  a n d  H u m a n  S c i e n c e s
f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .  A s  t h e  i n d u s t r y  h a s
g r o w n  a n d  d e v e l o p e d ,  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  a n d
p r o g r a m  f a c u l t y  h a v e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  a d j u s t
t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  c h a n g e s  a n d  a d v a n c e m e n t s
i n  t h e  f i e l d .  O n e  o f  t h o s e  a d j u s t m e n t s
h a s  b e e n  t o  o f f e r  t w o  d i f f e r i n g  t r a c k s  o f
s t u d y  t o  b e s t  a l i g n  w i t h  s t u d e n t s ’  n e e d s
a n d  a r e a s  o f  i n t e r e s t .  O n e  t r a c k  f o c u s e s
o n  s p o r t  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  i s  p r o v i d e d
f u l l y  o n l i n e  w h i l e  t h e  s e c o n d  t r a c k  i s
c a m p u s - b a s e d  a n d  f o c u s e s  o n  t h e  f i t n e s s
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s i d e  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y .  

B o t h  t r a c k s  h a v e  s t u d e n t s  c o m p l e t e  c o r e
c o u r s e s  c o v e r i n g  f o u n d a t i o n a l  i n d u s t r y
k n o w l e d g e  f o l l o w e d  b y  c o u r s e s  i n  t h e i r
s p e c i f i e d  c o n c e n t r a t i o n .  G r a d u a t e s
p r a i s e  t h e  p r o g r a m ’ s  f l e x i b i l i t y  a n d  i t s

a b i l i t y  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  o f
a d v a n c e d  c a r e e r s  i n  f a c i l i t y / e v e n t
m a n a g e m e n t ,  s t r e n g t h  a n d  c o n d i t i o n i n g ,
m a r k e t i n g  c o a c h i n g ,  a n d  p e r s o n a l  o r
a t h l e t i c  t r a i n i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  p o s i t i o n s  l i k e
a t h l e t i c  d i r e c t o r ,  w e l l n e s s  c o o r d i n a t o r ,
a n d  p l a y e r  a g e n t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  c l a s s  s i z e s
a l l o w  s t u d e n t s  t o  b u i l d  s t r o n g  w o r k i n g
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  f a c u l t y  l i k e  P r o f e s s o r
D a n  D r a n e  a n d  P r o g r a m  D i r e c t o r  L a u r e n
C o f f e y  w h o  h a v e  d i r e c t  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d
e x p e r t i s e  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y .

A s  t h e  s p o r t  a n d  f i t n e s s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n
f i e l d  g r o w s  a n d  e v o l v e s ,  p r o g r a m  f a c u l t y   
c o n t i n u a l l y  i n c o r p o r a t e  i n d u s t r y
a d v a n c e m e n t s  i n t o  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  a s
w e l l  a s  e x p e r i e n c e s  f o r  s t u d e n t s ,  w h i c h
e n s u r e  g r a d u a t e s  l e a v e  w i t h  t h e  a b i l i t y
t o  l e a d  a n d  c o n t i n u e  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e
f i e l d .



T h e  c o u n s e l i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t
p r o g r a m  h a s  b e e n  a  c o n s t a n t  i n  t h e
C o l l e g e  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  S p o r t ,  a n d  H u m a n
S c i e n c e s  f o r  d e c a d e s .  A s  t h e  n e e d s  o f
s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y  h a v e
s h i f t e d  a n d  c h a n g e d  o v e r  t i m e ,  t h e
p r o g r a m  h a s  u n d e r g o n e  r e v i s i o n s  t o  m e e t
t h o s e  c h a n g e s .  A n  i m p o r t a n t  c o m p o n e n t
o f  t h e  c o u n s e l i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t
p r o g r a m  i s  t h e  W i n t h r o p  C o m m u n i t y
C o u n s e l i n g  C l i n i c  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  W i t h e r s
b u i l d i n g .  F o r  t h e  p a s t  d e c a d e ,  t h e  c l i n i c
h a s  b e e n  a  r e s o u r c e  t o  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e
p r o g r a m  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y
m e m b e r s  i t  h a s  s e r v e d .

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  C o m m u n i t y
C o u n s e l i n g  C l i n i c  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  q u a l i t y ,
a f f o r d a b l e  c o u n s e l i n g  s e r v i c e s  t o
c h i l d r e n ,  a d o l e s c e n t s ,  a d u l t s ,  c o u p l e s ,
a n d  f a m i l i e s  r e s i d i n g  i n  Y o r k  C o u n t y  a n d
t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s .  

C u r r e n t  W i n t h r o p  U n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s
e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  c o u n s e l i n g  a n d
d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o g r a m  a s s i s t  i n  p r o v i d i n g
m e n t a l  h e a l t h  c o u n s e l i n g  s e r v i c e s  u n d e r
t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  l i c e n s e d  f a c u l t y
m e m b e r s .  I n d i v i d u a l  a n d  g r o u p
c o u n s e l i n g  i s  p r o v i d e d  a s  w e l l  a s
p a r e n t i n g  a n d  a n g e r  m a n a g e m e n t
c l a s s e s .  

C O M M U N I T Y
C O U N S E L I N G
C L I N I C

G R O U P  H I G H L I G H T

T h e  c l i n i c  h a s  d a y  a n d  e v e n i n g
a p p o i n t m e n t s  a v a i l a b l e  a n d  s e r v e s  n o t
j u s t  W i n t h r o p  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  b u t
t h e  l o c a l  Y o r k  C o u n t y  c o m m u n i t y  a s  w e l l .
P r o v i d i n g  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e
g i v e s  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  C o u n s e l i n g  C l i n i c
a n  i m m e a s u r a b l e  i m p a c t  o n  o u r  a r e a .

I f  y o u  o r  s o m e o n e  y o u  k n o w  w o u l d
b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h e  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e
C o m m u n i t y  C o u n s e l i n g  C l i n i c ,  y o u  a r e
e n c o u r a g e d  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  c l i n i c  b y
c a l l i n g  8 0 3 / 3 2 3 - 4 7 8 3 .



S u m m e r  i s  n o t  m e r e l y  a  b r e a k  f r o m
t e x t b o o k s  a n d  c l a s s r o o m s ;  i t ' s  a n
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  e x p l o r a t i o n ,  g r o w t h ,
a n d  u n f o r g e t t a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h
m u l t i p l e  s u m m e r  c a m p  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
w i t h i n  t h e  R i c h a r d  W .  R i l e y  C o l l e g e  o f
E d u c a t i o n ,  S p o r t ,  a n d  H u m a n  S c i e n c e s .  

I n  i t s  f o u r t h  y e a r ,  C a m p  S o m o s  h o s t e d
c h i l d r e n  w h o  a r e  s t i l l  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e i r
h o m e  l a n g u a g e  ( m o s t l y  S p a n i s h )  w h i l e
l e a r n i n g  E n g l i s h .  C a m p e r s ,  a g e s  f o u r
t h r o u g h  e i g h t ,  g a t h e r e d  i n  t h e  M a c f e a t
E a r l y  C h i l d h o o d  L a b o r a t o r y  S c h o o l  t o
r e a d ,  w r i t e ,  p l a y ,  a n d  e n g a g e  i n  a r t
p r o j e c t s .  T h e  l a s t  d a y  i n c l u d e d  a  f a m i l y
c e l e b r a t i o n  t h a t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a
b i l i n g u a l  b o o k  f a i r  w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f
W i n t h r o p  d o n o r s  N a n c y  J o n e s  a n d  t h e
W i l l i a m s  F a m i l y .  

T h e  c o l l e g e  a l s o  o f f e r e d  a  n a t u r e  c a m p
t o  s t u d e n t s  i n  g r a d e s  2 - 5 .  H o s t e d  i n  t h e
W i l l i a m s  F a m i l y  M u l t i c u l t u r a l
C h i l d r e n ’ s  L i t e r a c y  C o l l a b o r a t i v e  s p a c e ,
c a m p e r s  h a d  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  w o r k  w i t h
W i n t h r o p  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  t e a c h e r
c a n d i d a t e s  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  o u t d o o r s
t h r o u g h  p r o j e c t - b a s e d ,  h a n d s - o n  a n d
m i n d s - o n  e x p e r i e n c e s .  

A N  I N S P I R I N G  S U M M E R

G R A N T S  &  R E S E A R C H

W i n t h r o p  s t u d e n t s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  w i t h
t h e  c a m p  u s e d  t h e i r  c a m p  e x p e r i e n c e
a s  a  p r a c t i c u m  t o  e a r n  a  P r o j e c t - B a s e d
L e a r n i n g  e n d o r s e m e n t .

T h e  I n s t r u c t i o n a l  T e c h n o l o g y  C e n t e r
w a s  b r i m m i n g  w i t h  t h e  e n e r g y  o f  y o u n g
l e a r n e r s  d u r i n g  t h r e e  w e e k s  o f  s u m m e r
c a m p s .  T h e  f i r s t  w e e k  s a w  2 4  s t u d e n t s
f r o m  g r a d e s  2 - 5  e n g a g e  i n  t h e  S T E A M
w i t h  L E G O  c a m p ,  w h e r e  t h e y  u t i l i z e d
L E G O  b r i c k s  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y  t o
c o n s t r u c t  i n n o v a t i v e  r o b o t s .
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  S c r a t c h  C o d i n g  C a m p :
G a m i n g  a n d  A n i m a t i o n  i n t r o d u c e d  2 4
c a m p e r s  i n  g r a d e s  4 - 6  t o  t h e  w o r l d  o f
d i g i t a l  s t o r y t e l l i n g  a n d  g a m e  d e s i g n ,
a l l o w i n g  t h e m  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r
c r e a t i v i t y  t h r o u g h  c o d i n g .  A l s o
i n t r o d u c e d  w a s  P y t h o n  C o d i n g  1 0 1 ,
w i t h  1 6  e a g e r  c a m p e r s  i n  g r a d e s  6 - 8   
d e l v i n g  i n t o  t e x t - b a s e d  c o d i n g  a n d
c r e a t i n g  t h e i r  o w n  a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i t h
P y t h o n .  

A s  t h e  s u m m e r  e n d e d ,  e a c h  p a r t i c i p a n t
t o o k  h o m e  n o t  o n l y  t h e i r  u n i q u e
p r o j e c t s  b u t  a l s o  m e m o r i e s  o f  a  j o u r n e y
t h a t  i n s t i l l e d  c o n f i d e n c e ,  f o s t e r e d
t e a m w o r k ,  a n d  s p a r k e d  a  l a s t i n g
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  e v e r - e v o l v i n g  w o r l d  o f
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y .



C o m m e n c e m e n t  e x e r c i s e s  a r e
s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  j o y f u l  e v e n t s
o n  W i n t h r o p ’ s  c a m p u s .  K i c k i n g
o f f  t h e  e v e n t ,  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y ’ s  c h i e f  f a c u l t y  m a r s h a l
c a r r y i n g  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  m a c e .
T h a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  h o n o r  i s
d e s i g n a t e d  t o  P r o f e s s o r  S h e l l e y
H a m i l l .  

H a m i l l  c a m e  t o  W i n t h r o p  i n  1 9 9 8
a s  a n  a s s i s t a n t  p r o f e s s o r  o f
p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  m o v e d
t h r o u g h  t h e  r a n k s ,  r e c e i v i n g
p r o f e s s o r  r a n k  i n  2 0 1 3 .
T h r o u g h o u t  h e r  3 0 - p l u s  y e a r s  o f
t e a c h i n g ,  s h e  h a s  w o r k e d  a t  t h e
e l e m e n t a r y ,  m i d d l e  a n d
c o l l e g i a t e  l e v e l s ,  s e r v i n g  i n  m a n y
r o l e s .  H o w e v e r ,  H a m i l l ’ s  f a v o r i t e
r o l e  r e m a i n s  t e a c h i n g .  A s  a
h e a l t h  p r o f e s s o r ,  s h e  h a s  t a u g h t
m o r e  t h a n  1 5  u n i q u e  c o u r s e s
s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  p e d a g o g y  a n d
h u m a n  s e x u a l i t y .  W h e n  a s k e d  i f
s h e  h a d  a  f a v o r i t e  c o u r s e ,  s h e
s a i d  s h e  c o u l d n ’ t  c h o o s e  o n e  b u t
r a t h e r  e n j o y s  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d
d i f f e r e n t  e n e r g i e s  t h a t  e a c h
c o u r s e  p r o v i d e s .

H a m i l l ’ s  j o y  o f  t e a c h i n g  i s
e v i d e n t  a n d  h a s  b e e n  r e w a r d e d
a s  s h e  w a s  s e l e c t e d  a s  t h e  2 0 2 3
r e c i p i e n t  o f  t h e  K i n a r d  A w a r d  f o r
E x c e l l e n c e  i n  T e a c h i n g .  W h e n
r e f l e c t i n g  o n  t h i s  l a s t  y e a r ,
H a m i l l  s t a t e d  t h a t  w i t h  t h e
p e r s p e c t i v e  g a i n e d  t h a t  “ l i f e  i s
s h o r t ” ,  s h e  h a s  b e e n  a b l e  t o
e n j o y  t e a c h i n g  e v e n  m o r e  a n d
h a s  h a d  h e r  m o s t  f u n  y e t  t h i s
s e m e s t e r .

W h i l e  H a m i l l ’ s  t e a c h i n g  h a s
m a d e  a  g r e a t  i m p a c t  o n  h e r
s t u d e n t s  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  h e r  c a r e
a n d  c o m p a s s i o n  f o r  o t h e r s  i s
w h a t  s h e  i s  k n o w n  f o r  m o s t  o n
c a m p u s .  H a m i l l  i s  n o t  j u s t
s o u g h t  o u t  a s  a  m e n t o r  b y
s t u d e n t s  b u t  a l s o  b y  f a c u l t y  a n d
s t a f f .  

D R .  S H E L L E Y

H A M I L L

F A C U L T Y  H I G H L I G H T



LEADING
EDGE

As of July 1, the college name was officially changed to the
Richard W. Riley College of Education, Sport, and
Human Sciences to reflect the diverse program offerings

in our college. In an effort toward a more inclusive
experience, all fall 2023 undergraduate completers
received a college cord, and convocation-like celebrations
for all programs (including graduate-level programs) are
planned for next year. 

Physical education students Garrett Bowers and Lynde
Beaver represented Winthrop at the SHAPE National

Physical Education Conference in Seattle, Washington. At
the conference, Garrett was recognized as the Physical
Education Major of the Year.

Marshall Jones, program director of learning design &
technology, was invited to lead professional development

abroad in Vietnam and South Korea this summer. In South
Korea, Sport Management Associate Professor Jason
Chung hosted Jones and his wife, Adjunct Professor
Mary O’Grady-Jones, for a baseball game where the

Doosan Bears beat the NC Dinos 3-2.

The Winthrop University Board of Trustees approved
emeritus status — a designation given to those who have
taught at Winthrop for a decade — for the late Abbigail
Armstrong, associate professor of middle level
education, and the late Kristi Schoepfer, professor of
sport management. Their plaques were added to the

board in the Withers building’s main hall recognizing
emeriti faculty of the college. 

Winthrop’s SC PALMETTO project, helmed by Associate
Professor Kelly Costner, offered courses for an

endorsement in English for Speakers of Other Languages
(ESOL). The SC PALMETTO project was funded by a US
Department of Education grant. 



Cameron Hilburn, a first-year WinthropLIFE
student, took home the silver medal at the Special

Olympics North Carolina Golf Championship in
October. He qualified for the championship after
winning silver at the organization’s state games last
fall. 

Athletic Training Assistant Professor Martha
Rivera partnered with Atrium Health to lead Mental

Health First Aid courses for Winthrop faculty and
staff. The course teaches adults how to recognize
signs of mental health or substance use challenges in
adults 18 and older, offer and provide initial help, and
guide a person toward appropriate care if necessary.
Topics covered included anxiety, depression,
psychosis, and addictions. 

NetAPT (Network for Alternative Preparation in
Teaching) debuted in the fall as a certification-only

program aimed to support beginning classroom
teachers who have demonstrated content
knowledge and are working towards professional
licensure. Lisa Johnson, Bettie Parsons Barger,
and Lisa Harris led the efforts and have served as

the voice of NetAPT on and off campus.

Human Development and Family Studies students

presented their work at the Institute for Child
Success. Their research was completed in their HDFS
350: Parenting Through the Lifespan course. 

Athletic Training Program Director Alice McLaine
and Exercise Science Professor Joni Boyd received

national recognitions from their professional
organizations this past summer. Boyd was
recognized with the State/Provincial Director of the
Year Award by the National Strength and
Conditioning Association (NSCA), and McLaine was
recognized by the National Athletic Trainers
Association as the Most Distinguished Athletic
Trainer.

Elementary Education Program Director Joy
Stapleton and Health Professor Shelley Hamill
joined with junior elementary education students to

decorate spooky rocks later used for the Halloween
Painted Rock Hunt at A.H. Stephens Historic State
Park in Crawfordville, Georgia. The service
opportunity allowed young children to celebrate the
holiday outdoors and make new friends.  



I n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e  C O V I D - 1 9
p a n d e m i c ,  J a m o d d  J e n k i n s  ‘ 1 9
e m b a r k e d  o n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  h i s
t e a c h i n g  c a r e e r  w i t h  a  p a s s i o n
f o r  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  a
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  m a k e  a
d i f f e r e n c e .  F r e s h  o u t  o f  c o l l e g e
a n d  a r m e d  w i t h  h i s  m i d d l e  l e v e l
e d u c a t i o n  t e a c h i n g  c r e d e n t i a l s ,
h e  f o u n d  h i m s e l f  f a c i n g
u n p r e c e d e n t e d  c h a l l e n g e s  a s
s c h o o l s  w o r l d w i d e  g r a p p l e d  w i t h
t h e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  r e m o t e
l e a r n i n g  a n d  c h a n g i n g
e d u c a t i o n a l  l a n d s c a p e s .

I t  w a s  t h r o u g h  t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e
t h a t  J e n k i n s  b e g a n  s t a n d i n g  o u t
i n  h i s  f i e l d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  t h e
t e a m  a t  O a k r i d g e  E l e m e n t a r y .
“ L e a d e r s h i p  [ r o l e s ]  w e r e  b a r e l y
o n  m y  r a d a r ,  b u t  t o  h e a r  t h a t
p e o p l e  b e l i e v e d  i n  m e  t o  b e  a n
a s s i s t a n t  p r i n c i p a l . . . i t ’ s  t h e
b i g g e s t  c o m p l i m e n t , ”  s h a r e d
J e n k i n s  o n  h i s  m o s t  r e c e n t
p o s i t i o n ,  a s s i s t a n t  p r i n c i p a l  a t
O a k r i d g e  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l .

I n  h i s  r o l e ,  J e n k i n s  c o n t i n u e d  t o
a d d r e s s  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  p o s e d  b y
t h e  p a n d e m i c ,  n o w  f r o m  a n
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a n d p o i n t .
F o c u s e d  o n  f o s t e r i n g  a
s u p p o r t i v e  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i v e
e n v i r o n m e n t  a m o n g  t e a c h e r s ,   
J e n k i n s  t h i n k s  b a c k  t o  h i s
W i n t h r o p  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  h o w  i t
s h a p e d  h i m .  

“ T h e r e  w e r e  t i m e s  I  c o u l d  h a v e
f a i l e d  o r  s h o u l d  h a v e  f a i l e d  [ a t
W i n t h r o p ] ,  b u t  I  h a d  f a c u l t y  a n d
s t a f f  t h a t  b e l i e v e d  i n  m e ,  p u s h e d
m e ,  a d v o c a t e d  f o r  m e ,  a n d
a l w a y s  s u p p o r t e d  m e .  I  s e e  t h a t
n o w  w i t h  m y  s t u d e n t s  —  I  k n o w
t h e y  c a n  a c h i e v e  a n y t h i n g . ”  

J A M O D D

J E N K I N S  ’ 1 9  

A L U M N I  H I G H L I G H T



T O W A R D  B E L O N G I N G

O P P O R T U N I T I E S  O U T S I D E  T H E  C L A S S R O O M

In March 2023, more than 250 students, faculty,
classroom teachers, school administrators and
community members gathered to celebrate the
College of Education's Diversity conference. The
conference theme, Toward Belonging: Moving
Beyond Diversity Buzzwords, provided unique
opportunities for attendees to learn, grow, and
begin to create transformative spaces that affirm
belonging for all members of an interdependent
community. Lester McCorn, president of Clinton
College, began the day with an informative
keynote address.  

The day continued with 28 engaging
presentations. College spaces were abuzz with
deep conversations, thought-provoking questions,
and a communal commitment to exploring
possibilities that create a sense of belonging for
all. The interdisciplinary event also included an
interactive art installation as well as student
performances and several collaborative
community building engagements. We are
grateful to all who participated and are thrilled to
be planning the next conference in 2024.



C A L L  M E  M I S T E R

G R O U P  H I G H L I G H T

C a l l  M e  M I S T E R ,  a n  a c r o n y m  f o r  M e n t o r s
I n s t r u c t i n g  S t u d e n t s  T o w a r d  E f f e c t i v e
R o l e  M o d e l s ,  a i m s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  p o o l
o f  a v a i l a b l e  m a l e  t e a c h e r s  o f  c o l o r  i n
t h e  c o u n t r y ’ s  c l a s s r o o m s .  I n  2 0 0 0 ,
C l e m s o n  U n i v e r s i t y  w a s  t h e  f o u n d i n g
i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  t h e  C a l l  M e  M I S T E R
p r o g r a m ,  s e r v i n g  s t u d e n t s  a t t e n d i n g
C l a f l i n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  B e n e d i c t ,  a n d  M o r r i s
C o l l e g e .  T h e  C a l l  M e  M I S T E R  n e t w o r k
n o w  c o n s i s t s  o f  2 8  p a r t n e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s
i n  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  a s  w e l l  a s  1 1  a d d i t i o n a l
s t a t e s .

" C a l l  M e  M I S T E R  i s  w h e r e  I  k n o w  I ' m
s u p p o r t e d .  W h e r e  I  h a v e  f r i e n d s  t h a t
h a v e  b e c o m e  b r o t h e r s ,  a n d  w h e r e  I
k n o w  t h a t  I  c a n  m a k e  a n  i m p a c t  a s  a n
e d u c a t o r , "  s a y s  A J  J a c o b s ,  s e n i o r
e l e m e n t a r y  e d u c a t i o n  s t u d e n t .  M I S T E R s
a r e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  a r e  l a r g e l y ,  b u t  n o t
e x c l u s i v e l y ,  s e l e c t e d  f r o m  a m o n g   

u n d e r s e r v e d ,  s o c i o e c o n o m i c a l l y
d i s a d v a n t a g e d  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l l y  a t - r i s k
c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  g o a l  o f  g i v i n g
b a c k  b y  s e r v i n g  a s  t e a c h e r s  i n  p u b l i c
s c h o o l s .  

P r o g r a m  D i r e c t o r  J e r e m y  L o p u c h  s h a r e d ,
" H e r e ' s  a  g r o u p  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  e d u c a t i o n
a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  a n d  i t  i s  s o  f u l f i l l i n g
t o  s e e  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  c r o s s  t h e  f i n i s h
l i n e  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e i r
c o m m u n i t i e s . ”  M I S T E R s  r e c e i v e  t u i t i o n
a s s i s t a n c e ,  a n  a c a d e m i c  s u p p o r t  s y s t e m ,
a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  w i t h  j o b  p l a c e m e n t  u p o n
g r a d u a t i o n .  

C a l l  M e  M I S T E R  i s  n o w  a c c e p t i n g
a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5  a c a d e m i c
y e a r .  T o  l e a r n  m o r e ,  v i s i t
h t t p s : / / w w w . w i n t h r o p . e d u / c e s h s / c a l l -
m e - m i s t e r .  

https://www.winthrop.edu/ceshs/call-me-mister
https://www.winthrop.edu/ceshs/call-me-mister


Kathie Park ‘23 ,  budget  analyst  in  the
Col lege of  Educat ion,  Sport ,  and Human
Sciences ,  wears  many hats .  She also
serves  as  the faci l i t ies  manager  for  the
Withers  bui lding which is  home to
Plowden Auditor ium and Macfeat  Ear ly
Chi ldhood Laboratory  School .  Founded in
1891  and completed in 1912 ,  Withers  i s
a lso one of  two Winthrop bui ldings on the
National  Register  of  Histor ic  places ,  the
other  being T i l lman Hal l .  As  you can
imagine ,  this  keeps Park busy with many
faci l i t ies  projects  for  these important
spaces .

Park notes  that  navigat ing a pandemic
and i ts  aftermath was chal lenging as  she
worked to f ind funding for  projects  whi le
managing univers i ty  funds responsibly .
Those in  posit ions l ike Park ’s  must  be
equitable with how they spend state and
donor monies ,  a  task made more di f f icult
by stra ins  of  the pandemic .

Park jo ined Winthrop in September 2017
as the administrat ive ass istant  in  the Rex
Inst i tute for  Educat ional  Renewal  and
Partnerships  and,  after  two years ,
t ransit ioned to her  current  role .  In  spr ing
2020,  Park jo ined the Bachelor  of
Profess ional  Studies ’  f i rst  cohort  — an
interest ing t ime to go back to school  as  a
non-tradit ional  student ,  she admits .  “ I t
required sacr i f ice on my part  and my
family ’s  part ,  but  I ’ ve  a lways fe l t  a
person’s  educat ion is  invaluable because
once you get  i t ,  no one can take i t  away
from you. ”  Park l ives  in  a  mult i -
generat ional  household .  She’s  a  s ingle
mom to daughter  Megan,  and they l ive
with Park ’s  father .  

Now a Winthrop graduate ,  Park cont inues
her  work on projects  l ike remodel ing the
student lounge as  a  col laborat ive space ,
updat ing the WinthropLIFE spaces ,  and
making better  use of  the Withers  lawn for
faculty ,  s taf f ,  and students  by adding
picnic  tables ,  hammock stands ,  and
Adirondack chairs .  

K A T H I E

P A R K  ’ 2 3

S T A F F  H I G H L I G H T



The Williams Family Multicultural Children’s
Literacy Collaborative (WLC) provides a unique
opportunity to promote literacy to PreK-12
students from our diverse community. The WLC
offers our college opportunities to host a variety
of literacy engagements for children and
families throughout the year, including
bookmaking, author studies, digital literacy
projects, and storytelling dramatizations. 

The WLC was the site for several impactful
events this year including two summer camps,
Camp Somos and Assistant Professor Richard
Cox’s nature-focused camp for grades 2-5.
Additionally, community members across the
state explored the space as part of the college’s
Diversity in Education Conference, with students
in ECED 395 and READ 290 utilizing the
multicultural children’s library to make practical
applications of theories discussed in class.

T H E  W I L L I A M S  F A M I L Y
M U L T I C U L T U R A L  C H I L D R E N ’ S
L I T E R A C Y  C O L L A B O R A T I V E

J E S S I E  W I L L I A M S  L I T T L E
“ L E A D I N G  T H E  W A Y "  A W A R D

C O M M U N I T Y  S U P P O R T

Educators from around the state gathered in April
to see Ryan Norton, a self-contained special
education teacher at Powdersville High School in
Anderson School District 1, selected as the 2023
recipient of the Jessie Williams Little “Leading the
Way” Award. He received a banner to display at
Powdersville High School and a gift of $2,500.
Nine other teachers were recognized as finalists or
semifinalists. 

The “Leading the Way” Award has been given
annually since 2018 to recognize teachers who
help uplift their profession by mentoring new and
other teachers. It was created as a partnership
between John and Jessie Williams Little ’73 and
the James and Susan Rex Institute for Educational
Renewal and Partnership, based at Winthrop.
Additional financial contribution was provided this
year by The Riley Institute at Furman University.



A LIVING 
LEGACY
As the College of Education, Sport, and Human
Sciences reflects on the past year, it is important to
reflect on two difficult losses we shared as a college
family. Within a four-day span at the end of the
spring term, two of our beloved colleagues passed
away: Associate Professor of Middle Level Education
Abbigail Armstrong and Professor of Sport
Management Kristi Schoepfer. Both made a
significant impression during their time at Winthrop,
holding different roles in their lives — colleague,
teacher, mentor, family member, and friend. In
recognition of their impact on the university, college,
and us as individuals, two funds were established to
celebrate their lasting legacy. Additionally, two trees
— a live oak and a ginkgo — can now be found
outside of the Withers building as a place for
reflection and remembrance. 

The Dr. Abbigail Armstrong Middle Level Excellence
Fund, with the assistance of middle level education
alumni, will provide critical support for professional
development activities for students studying middle
level education. The Kristi Schoepfer Memorial
Endowed Scholarship will support students by
enabling them to attend professional conferences.
Donations to this fund may also be used to provide
scholarships to students within the college, ensuring
that Schoepfer's commitment to education and
growth continues to impact lives.

Support the Dr. Abbigail Armstrong Middle Level
Excellence Fund and Kristi Schoepfer Memorial
Endowed Scholarship by visiting
www.winthrop.edu/advancement/make-a-gift.aspx. 

http://www.winthrop.edu/advancement/make-a-gift.aspx


F O L L O W  U S  O N  S O C I A L  M E D I A  
@ W I N T H R O P . C E S H S


