
Research-Based Practice: Explicit Instruction of Vocabulary 
 

Research on Importance of Explicit Instruction of Vocabulary 
 Academic vocabulary knowledge affects students’ access to subject-area content and predicts 

their overall academic achievement (Townsend, Filippini, Collins, & Biancarosa, 2012)  
 There is a strong relation between students’ vocabulary knowledge and reading 

comprehension skills (Cunningham & Stanovich, 1997; Rupley & Nichols, 2005).  
 Systematic vocabulary instruction improves struggling readers’ word knowledge (Kennedy, 

Deshler, & Lloyd, 2015; Lawrence, Rolland, Branum- Martin, & Snow, 2014; O’Connor, 
Beach, Sanchez, Bocian, & Flynn, 2015). 
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Strategies to Consider When Delivering Explicit Instruction of Vocabulary 

1. Use student friendly language to define the word using simple, descriptive language. 
2. Provide synonyms and short definitions. 
3. Provide antonyms. 
4. Make connections to the students’ personal experiences. 
5. Act out the meaning of words. 
6. Present words in the context of a sentence or short paragraph. 
7. Use pictures to help illustrate the meaning of the word (e.g. for ‘bravery’ show a picture 

of a Chihuahua barking at a German Shephard)  
8. Use short video clips to help students understand the meaning of the word (e.g. for 

‘eruption’ show a video clip of a volcano erupting). 
9. Have students create their own definitions of the words. 
10. Have students use the words in original sentences and use words during various writing 

activities. 


