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To Gillian on Her 37th Birthday is presented by arrangement with  
Broadway Play Publishing, Inc. 

 
*indicates student designer 

Time: the present day – the last weekend in August. 
Setting: except where noted, the entire action takes place on the back 
deck and beach of  David’s island home. 
 

Scenes: 
ACT ONE 
Scene 1 - late evening, after midnight 
Scene 2 - the following morning  
Scene 3 - later that same afternoon 
Scene 4 - later that evening 
 

Fifteen minute intermission 
 
ACT TWO 
Scene 1 - early morning, the next day 
Scene 2 - *the foundation and decaying walls of an old lighthouse. 
Scene 3 - later that same afternoon 
Scene 4 - evening 
Scene 5 - the following morning 
 

The play is approximately 2 hours long. 
 
 
 

Director’s Note 
 
To Gillian on Her 37th Birthday is a play that I have known and been 
touched by for twenty years and its language and message reverberate 
today.  All of us have experienced some kind of loss in our lives and in 
our families.  This play reminds us of the difficulty of that experience, 
complete with the failures, miscommunications and misdirected emo-
tions that occur when families try to make sense out of death - the ways 
in which we all cope, grieve, and ultimately, keep on living.    
 
 


