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Director’s Note 
 

What would you do if the image of Jesus suddenly appeared on 
your refrigerator tonight?  Would you scream? Pray? Laugh? Call up the 
local news team? Would you see it as a sign from God or as a weird 
joke? 

These are precisely the questions that are asked from the front 
porch of a trailer in Elroy, South Carolina – perhaps not the most glamor-
ous of places for the King of Kings to show up. But nevertheless, there 
he is, or so it seems. And everyone has a different idea as to why. Mix 
southerners, religion, and commerce, and you have the makings for a 
hilarious play. 
  However, author John Culbertson has said, “I want people to see 
this play as more than a comedy. It really is a litany of things we do to 
one another in the name of religion.” 
 Indeed, through funny characters and a wacky plot, Messiah on 
the Frigidaire makes a comment on this very subject: on the difference 
between faith and chicanery, between honesty and hypocrisy. And while 
the play makes no pretense at explaining the ways of God to man or at 
telling people what to believe, it modestly – and humorously – invites us 
to ask ourselves just what the truth might be. Perhaps God is closer than 
we think. Perhaps everything that claims to be God, isn’t. And some 
things that look nothing like God, are.  

 


