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The Merchant of Venice

By William Shakespeare
Adapted by Sarah Provencal
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Synopsis: Bassanio needs a loan of three thousand ducats in order to
woo a wealthy heiress named Portia. Initially, Bassanio turns to his
merchant friend Antonio for help. However, Antonio is unable to
provide the loan because all of his money is tied up in investments:
ships at sea, to be exact. Bassanio and Antonio pay a visit to Shylock,
a Jewish money lender. Shylock hates Antonio due to Antonio's prior
anti-Semitic actions towards him. Nevertheless, Shylock agrees to
Bassanio's loan request on one condition. If the loan is not repaid in
time, Shylock will take a pound of Antonio's flesh. Antonio secures
the deal and assures the reluctant Bassanio that his ships will return to
Venice in time. Also in Venice, Lorenzo has fallen for Jessica, who
happens to be Shylock’s daughter. They make plans for her to steal
her father’s money, dress up as a boy, and run away from her father’s
house. This also means, since Jessica is Jewish, that she will convert to
Christianity in order to marry Lorenzo. In the meantime, Portia is
visited by many suitors who have traveled across the land to pursue her
love. Before he died, Portia’s father created a test. Anyone who wants
to marry Portia must take this test, choosing from three caskets that
have riddles written on top of them. If they guess right, they can
marry Portia. If they are wrong, they must immediately leave and
never marry anyone. We see two suitors guess wrong, and then
Bassanio arrives with his friend Gratiano. He guesses the right casket,
much to Portia’s relief. It also comes to light that Gratiano has been
wooing Nerissa, Portia’s best friend. Portia and Nerissa give Bassanio
and Gratiano rings as symbols of their love, making them swear to
never part with them. The four of them are celebrating their new
engagement when Salerio arrives with a letter from Antonio. Antonio
has heard that all of his ships have been wrecked at sea, and he must
now pay the fine of a pound of his flesh to Shylock. Bassanio and
Gratiano immediately leave for Belmont, to be with Antonio during a
trial before the Duke of Venice, as Shylock is indeed enacting the
penalty of a pound of flesh as revenge for the racism and injustice that
he has faced. Portia decides to attend the trial herself. She dresses as a
lawyer, Nerissa as her clerk, so that no one will recognize them—and
they dress as men so that they will be listened to and respected. Can
Portia navigate the law and save the day? Who gets to define justice?
And who has the right to take revenge?



Directors Notes:

All plays have problems. Only a few receive the special distinction of
being one of Shakespeare’s Problem Plays. The Merchant of Venice
holds this distinction. The ending is problematic, injustice is
unresolved, and though the privileged few are dishonest and abusive,
they end up back on top. Leaving us without answers, this unsettling
play fits all too well within our current cultural climate. I am humbled
to present this story, and even more humbled by the dedication, talent,
and generous spirits of these students. I admit that lately I've struggled
to find hope—in theatre, education, and in the country. But these
students have changed that. They give me hope.

Enjoy. Or don’t. It’s a problem play, so it may leave you with...?

Become a fan of the arts at Winthrop, join us on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/pages/Rock-Hill-SC/Winthrop-University-Arts/275327100298

You

Sign-up for tweets about theatre and dance events at Winthrop at:
twitter.com/WUTheatreDance

View images and video of Winthrop arts events on Youtube at:
www.youtube.com/user/WinthropArts
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