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DIRECTOR’S NOTE

RENT
"What makes Rent so wonderful is not its hipness quotient, but its extraordinary spirit of

hopeful defiance and humanity."
– The New York Times

I saw this show in the early 90’s when I was teaching high school - all my students were
taking the bus to NYC from Boston to get student rush tickets to see the latest
Broadway cast – they were RENTheads. Many musical theatre aficionados have written
so much about this show; its’ problems, how it’s unfinished, how brilliant it is, the nods
to Sondheim, etc. I won’t try to reiterate, however, RENT is still relevant today. My own
children are facing the challenge of “adulting” in three cities on the east coast, working
multiple jobs, finding their way, paying their rent and changing the world they inherited
to make it better as did Jonathan Larson’s characters in RENT.  

We just experienced a global pandemic (which is not over) and millions of people died.
People were so isolated, in pain and suffered great losses. HIV and AIDS were equally
devastating to a generation of the Queer community in the 90’s and hatred, bigotry,
antisemitism, racism, sexism, homophobia, transphobia, etc. are rampant still today.
How sad that almost thirty years since RENT opened on Broadway we still are fighting
HATE, and people of all communities are struggling to be treated as equals, to be seen,
to have rights over their lives, their bodies, and who and how they love. We still
experience too much hate in the world even as I type this. 

“Five hundred twenty-five thousand six hundred minutes” ….as the song Seasons of
Love tells us. For us: eighteen performers, two hundred seventy-seven costume pieces,
one hundred thirty lighting instruments, three hundred twenty-three lighting cues,
eighty-seven sound cues, one hundred sixty hours to create the costumes, one hundred
sixty hours to build the set, one hundred fifty-nine hours of rehearsals, fifteen stools,
three tables, one couch, etc. How much does it take to create a theatrical production of a
musical and make it happen? So many people and so many minutes. How do you
measure? “In daylight, in sunsets, in midnights in cups of coffee, in inches, in miles, in
laughter, in strife” – Jonathan Larsen’s method of measuring a year was and still is
brilliant. RENT is about people finding their way and living and loving for today, one
minute at a time.

Thank you to the cast and crew, to Ramona Kundl, to the stage management team, to
all the amazing designers, to Jeff McEvoy and Zinorl Broñola for all their work with
music and vocals for this production, and to Kelly Ozust, my partner in all of this and
an amazing choreographer and colleague. Thanks to my family for their support and to
JH for everything else. If you take only one thing away after spending one hundred
thirty-five minutes here today, be grateful for what you have and who you have to love
and keep fighting for others, and remember to live life to the fullest with love and
gratitude – NO DAY BUT TODAY.      SG
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