
 

 

 

 

Re: Report on March 6, 2009 Faculty Conference Action Items  

 

 

 

Dear Sir, 

 

At the March 6
th

 Faculty Conference, the faculty approved all action items presented to them 

with the agenda and supporting materials posted at http://www2.winthrop.edu/facultyconference. 

No additional action items were brought to the faculty for consideration.  

 

Having less than a quorum present, but exceeding 20% of the membership, the faculty approved 

a motion to proceed without a quorum. [FYI: 35% of Faculty Conference Membership (331) = 

116; 20% of Faculty Conference Membership (331) = 67] 
 

1. The minutes of the Jan. 30
th

 meeting were approved without correction. 

2. All action items in the Academic Council Report were approved. The faculty did not move to 

modify any of the information items.  

3. The faculty voted to place the bylaws proposed by the Faculty Governance Review 

Committee on our agenda for the April 24
th

 meeting.  

4. The faculty did not add any nominations from the floor to the ballot distributed by the 

Personnel Committee. 

 

 

I have attached the Academic Council Report for your consideration. Please let me know if you 

would like for me to resend documents I previously shared (e.g. meeting minutes, proposed 

bylaws, and the ballot). I will be happy to do so. 

 

Please contact me if you have questions or need additional information in your consideration of 

these recommendations from Faculty Conference. I look forward to hearing from you regarding 

these items. 

 

Respectfully submitted,   

Cheryl Fortner-Wood 

Chair of Faculty Conference  
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Report 
ACADEMIC COUNCIL 

 
Academic Council met on Friday, February 20, 2009 at 2:00 pm 
 
The following items were recommended by CUI, approved unanimously by Academic Council, and are now 
forwarded to FC for action:  
 
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 
Department of Biology 

Modify Bachelor of Science in Biology, Certification as a Secondary School Teacher to delete 8 hours of 
required biology courses, add 4 credit hours of BIO electives allowing for some flexibility in an often very rigid 
course schedule, and making changes to reflect course actions from other departments.  (modify program) 

Department of Chemistry, Geology, and Physics 
Modify Bachelor of Science in Chemistry, Forensics track to meet the new American Chemical Society 
curricular guidelines published in 2008.  (modify program) 
Drop Bachelor of Science in Chemistry, Dual Engineering  (drop program) Note: students still have options to 
pursue careers in engineering through other tracks. 
Drop Bachelor of Science in Chemistry, Environmental Chemistry. (drop program) Note: students have 
environmental studies opportunities through other degree programs. 

Department of English 
Modify Bachelor of Arts in English/Literature-Language track to offer more options (ARTH 175 & 176) to fulfill 
the history requirement.  (modify program) 
Modify Bachelor of Science in Science Communication by replacing MCOM 340, which is no longer being 
offered by the Mass Communication department, and bringing the total number of MCOM hours required for 
the Science Communication major to the correct total of 9.  Also, to delete BADM 411 and add MGMT 341 or 
355 in the technology requirements for the major.  (modify program) Note: University technology 
requirement is met by other courses on the approved list. 

Department of History 
Modify Minor in International Area Studies to change title to International Studies, and to allow more 
flexibility in choosing courses best suited to individual students’ areas of interest and major within a set of 
parameters that result in a well-rounded experience.    (modify program) 

Department of Mass Communication 
Modify Bachelor of Science in Integrated Marketing Communication to require MCOM 349 and 471.  (modify 
program) Note no change in required hours. 

Department of Mathematics 
Modify the Bachelor of Arts in Mathematics by using a three-course calculus sequence (rather than four) and 
by adding and deleting various other courses.  (modify program) 
Modify the Bachelor of Science in Mathematics by using a three-course calculus sequence (rather than four) 
and by adding and deleting various other courses.  (modify program) 
Modify the Bachelor of Science in Mathematics/Certification as Secondary School Teacher by using a three-
course calculus sequence (rather than four) and by adding and deleting various other courses. (increases total 
hours from 127-134)   (modify program)  
Modify Bachelor of Arts in Mathematics/Certification as Secondary School Teacher by using a three-course 
calculus sequence (rather than four) and by adding and deleting various other courses. (increases total hours 
from 124-126 to 124-130)   (modify program) 

 
RILEY COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
Department of Curriculum and Instruction 

Modify Bachelor of Science in Family and Consumer Sciences by adding admission requirements, stressing 
2.25 gpa requirement, limiting certain FACS courses to majors who have a 2.25, and requiring a C or better in 
the professional courses. (modify program)  
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The following items were approved by CUI, forwarded to AC where no action was taken, and are no forwarded 
to FC – no action required 
 
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 
Department of Chemistry, Geology, and Physics 

Add CHEM 104 Chemistry and Problem-Solving Fundamentals (3).  (new course) 
Modify CHEM 108 General Chemistry Laboratory (1:1:3) to change prerequisite from CHEM 107 to CHEM 105. 
(modify course) 
Modify CHEM 301 Organic Chemistry I (4) to change credit hours to 4 and to delete CHEM 303 as a co-
requisite. (modify course) 
Drop CHEM 303 Organic Laboratory (1:0:3) (drop course) 
Modify GEOL 113 Physical Geology Laboratory (1:0:3) to increase lab hours from 2 to 3.  (course has been this 
way since 1980) (modify course) 
Modify GEOL 401 South Carolina Natural History (3:0:6) to change credit, lecture and lab hours to 4:3:3 
(modify course) 
Modify PHYS 101 Everyday Physics (3) to delete the co-requisite of PHYS 102.(modify course) 

Department of Mass Communications 
Modify MCOM 260 Writing for Interactive Media (3:3:0.5) to change lecture and lab hours to (3:2:2) and to 
change prerequisites from “INFD 415 and INFD 322; senior standing” to “CSCI 101 and 101 A, B and C, 2.00 or 
higher GPA or written permission of department chair.” (modify course) 
Modify MCOM 495 Special Topics in Mass Communication (3) to change credit hours to 1, 2, or 3. (modify 
course) 

Department of Mathematics 
Modify CTQR 150 Quantitative Methods in Critical Thinking (3) to change designator to MATH and title to 
Introductory Discrete Mathematics. (modify course) 
Modify MATH 101 Precalculus Mathematics I (3) to change title and content to Algebra and Trigonometry for 
Calculus and to change prerequisites from “Satisfactory score on Mathematics Department Placement Test” 
to “Satisfactory score on Mathematics Department Placement Test or a C or better in MATH 151.” (modify 
course) 
Drop MATH 101E Algebra and Precalculus Mathematics (3:3:3). (drop course) 
Drop MATH 103 Algebra and Trigonometry (4). (drop course) 
Modify MATH 104 Trigonometry for Calculus (1) to change co-requisites from “MATH 101 or MATH 201” to 
“MATH 201.” (modify co-requisites) 
Add MATH 151 Applied College Algebra (3) (new course) 
Modify MATH 201 Calculus I (3) to increase credit hours to 4; to change prerequisites from “Math 101 or 
Math 101E or satisfactory score on math department placement test; Math 104 or satisfactory score on math 
department placement test” to “A grade of C or better in MATH 101 or satisfactory score on Mathematics 
Department Placement Test;” and to change the co-requisite from “Math 104 or satisfactory score on math 
department placement test” to “Math 104 or satisfactory score on Mathematics Department Placement Test. 
A grade of C or better in MATH 101 replaces these co-requisites.” (modify course) 
Modify MATH 202 Calculus II (3) to increase credit hours to 4; to change prerequisites from “Math 201; Math 
104 or satisfactory score on math department placement test” to “A grade of C or better in MATH 201 and 
either MATH 101 or a C or better in MATH 104 or satisfactory score on Mathematics Department Placement 
Test;” and to change co-requisites from “MAED 200; Math 104 or satisfactory score on math department 
placement test” to “MAED 200.” (modify course) 
Modify MATH 202H CALCULUS II HONORS (3) to increase credit hours to 4; to change prerequisites from “AP 
AB 3 or higher or permission of math dept chair; MAED 200; Math 104 or satisfactory score on the math dept 
placement test” to “A score of 3 or higher on the AB Calculus Advanced Placement exam or permission of 
math dept chair;” and to change co-requisites from ““MAED 200; Math 104 or satisfactory score on math 
department placement test” to “MAED 200.” (modify course) 
Modify MATH 261 Foundations of Discrete Mathematics (3) to change prerequisites from “MATH 101 or 
equivalent” to “MATH 101 or 151.” (modify course) 
Modify MATH 291 Basic Number Concepts for Teachers (3) to add a lab hour and to change prerequisites 
from “CTQR 150 with a grade of C or better.  Restricted to Early Childhood, Elementary, and Special Education 
majors” to “MATH 150 with a grade of C or better.  Restricted to Early Childhood, Elementary, Middle Level, 
and Special Education majors.(modify course) 
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Modify MATH 292 Number, Measurement, and Geometry Concepts for Teachers (3) to add a lab hour and to 
change prerequisites from “MATH 291 with a grade of C or better.  Restricted to Early Childhood, Elementary, 
and Special Education majors” to “MATH 291 with a grade of C or better.  Restricted to Early Childhood, 
Elementary, Middle Level, and Special Education majors.” (modify course) 
Add MATH 294 Basic Mathematical Concepts for Primary Teachers (3) (new course) 
Modify MATH 301 Calculus III (3) to increase credit hours to 4, and to change prerequisites from “MATH 202 
or MATH 202H; and MAED 200” to “A grade of C or better in MATH 202 or MATH 202H.” (modify course) 
Modify MATH 301H Calculus III Honors (3) to increase credit hours to 4, and to change prerequisites from “AP 
BC 3 or higher or MATH 202H; MAED 200” to “Permission of Department Chair.” (modify course) 
Drop MATH 302 Calculus IV (3). (drop course) 
Add MATH 310 Mathematical Reasoning (3).  (new course) 
Add MATH 341 Statistical Methods (3).  (new course) 
Modify MATH 351 Introduction to Modern Algebra (3) to change prerequisites from “MATH 300 and MATH 
301” to “MATH 301 and MATH 310.” (modify course) 
Modify MATH 355 Combinatoric Methods (3) to change prerequisites from “MATH 300” to “MATH 300 or 
permission of department chair” and to include basic ideas in the field of graph theory and will be added as a 
required course in all mathematics degree programs. (modify course) 
Modify MATH 393 Algebra, Data Analysis, and Geometry Concepts for Teachers (3) to add a lab hour. (modify 
course) 
Modify MATH 509 Real Analysis I (3) to change prerequisites from “MATH 522” to “MATH 301 and MATH 
310.” (modify course) 
Modify MATH 541 Probability and Statistics I (3)  to change prerequisites from “MATH 302” to “MATH 301 and 
MATH 341 or permission of department chair for MAT students.” (modify course) 

 
RILEY COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
Department of Health and Physical Education 

Modify PHED 380 History of Sport (3) to delete pre-requisites and to request to meet Historical Perspectives 
requirement. (modify course) 
Modify PHED 384 Exercise Physiology (3:2) to add BIOL 308 as a pre-requisite or co-requisite and delete BIOL 
305 and 306 as a co-requisite. (modify course) 
Modify SPMA 392 Field Experiences in SPMA (3:0:3) to change lab hours from 3 to 8 and to change 
prerequisites from “Junior or Senior standing as a SPMA major, 2.00 or greater grade point average, grade of C 
or higher in SPMA 101, approval of the Sport Management Program coordinator” to “Junior or Senior standing 
as an admitted SPMA major, approval of the Sport Management Program coordinator.” (modify course) 

 
 
The following items were recommended by Gen Ed Committee, approved unanimously by Academic Council, 
and are now forwarded to FC for action:  
 
 
1. A proposal to add the course MATH 150: Introduction to Discrete Mathematics to the list of courses meeting 

the Quantitative Reasoning requirements. 
2. A proposal to add the course PHED 380: History of Sport to the list of courses meeting the Historical 

Perspective requirements. 
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The following motion was present to AC by the Academic Leadership, approved by a majority vote of Academic 
Council, and is now forwarded to FC for action:  
 
To raise the maximum course load for summer session A (Maymester) from 4 credit hours to 6 credit hours.  Over 
the past two summers students have been allowed to take 6 hours.  This would make the new limit permanent. 
 
A subcommittee from AC has examined the possibilities and limitations of double majors at Winthrop across 
colleges; the following represents a summary of their finding and some suggestions for future actions. 
 
Findings: 
1. Although there are no specific Winthrop rules that prevent students from choosing to pursue double majors 

there was discussion that: 
a.  In some cases encouraging students to pursue a graduate degree might be more beneficial. 
b. Some degrees prescribe general education requirements in such a way that they are not as easily 

compatible with other degree programs. 
c. The differences between dual degree requirements (154 hours) and double majors (124 hours) may 

prevent some students from choosing a BS and BA option. 
2. Several departments/programs on campus are already working on double major programs (such as  Exercise 

Science and Nutrition or Biology;  Computer Science and Mathematics; Social Work and Human Resources 
track) 

 
Looking Forward: 
1. “Five-years to a Masters” programs would make students more marketable and allow for more opportunities. 
2. Additional cross-departmental programs that could be designed to offer students a more diverse range of 

degree programs with existing resources. 
3. Flexible degree options could create a unique Winthrop experience that would be attractive to prospective 

students—a design your own program option. 
4. The distinctions between double majors, dual degrees, and a second undergraduate degree need to be better 

defined. 
a. Dual degrees could be defined as two degrees sought simultaneously at Winthrop (BS in Mathematics 

and BA in Economics) with a minimum graduation requirement set at 124 hours.  
b. The 154 hour rule could be used in cases of a second undergraduate degree. 

 
 
 
 


