
Does My Research Require IRB Review?

Start Here:

Is this activity considered research 
according to the federal definition?

Is the activity a systemic investigation 
designed to contribute to 

generalizable knowledge? (Will study 
results be disseminated? This includes 
conference presentation or posters, 

publications, displaying posters in 
hallways or other public spaces, etc.)

Activity is research.

Does the activity involve obtaining 
information about living individuals?

Does the activity involve intervention 
or interaction with the individuals?

Activity is research involving human 
subjects.

IRB review is required.

Activity does not meet the federal 
definition of research and IRB review 

is not required.

Activity does not meet the federal 
definition of research involving human 

subjects and IRB review is not 
required.

Is the information being reviewed 
individually identifiable? (Can the 

subject be directly identified or can 
his/her identity be ascertained by the 

investigator or associated with the 
information?)
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