
 
APA Reference Page 
Examples 
 

• All lines after the first line of each entry in your reference list should be indented one-half inch 
from the left margin. This is called hanging indentation. 

• Authors' names are inverted (last name first); give the last name and initials for all authors of a 
particular work for up to and including seven authors. If the work has more than seven 
authors, list the first six authors and then use ellipses after the sixth author's name. After the 
ellipses, list the last author's name of the work. 

• Reference list entries should be alphabetized by the last name of the first author of each work. 
• For multiple articles by the same author, or authors listed in the same order, list the entries in 

chronological order, from earliest to most recent. 
• Present the journal title in full. 
• When referring to books, chapters, articles, or Web pages, capitalize only the first letter of the 

first word of a title and subtitle, the first word after a colon or a dash in the title, and proper 
nouns. Do not capitalize the first letter of the second word in a hyphenated compound word. 

• Italicize titles of longer works such as books and journals. 
• Do not italicize, underline, or put quotes around the titles of shorter works such as journal 

articles or essays in edited collections. 
Books: 
Author, A. A. (Year of publication). Title of work: Capital letter also for subtitle. Location: Publisher. 
Article in a Periodical: 
Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (Year). Title of article. Title of Periodical, volume number 
(issue number), pages. http://dx.doi.org/xx.xxx/yyyyy 
Article in a Magazine: 
Henry, W. A., III. (1990, April 9). Making the grade in today's schools. Time, 135, 28-31. 
Article in a Newspaper: 
Schultz, S. (2005, December 28). Calls made to strengthen state energy policies. The Country Today, 
pp. 1A, 2A. 
Online Periodical: 
Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Date of publication). Title of article. Title of Online Periodical, volume 
number (issue number if available). Retrieved from http://www.someaddress.com/full/url/ 
Online Database: 
Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Date of publication). Title of article. Title of Journal, volume 
number, page range. Retrieved from http://www.someaddress.com/full/url/ 
 
This information is taken from the Purdue OWL website: 
Paiz, Joshua M., et. al. "Reference List: Basic Rules." The Purdue OWL, Purdue U Writing Lab, 3 January 
2013. 
As a reminder: These examples should be double-spaced, and a hanging indent should be applied.* 


